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te. constitute “pushing factors”, such elements in urban areas as education,
nt opportunities, modem lifestyle and desire for a better life are among "puling
ts as the expanded highway networks enabling daily transportation from nearly
ey, including the remotest villages of Turkey, to large cities, means of communication,
pers and television stations, assistance provided for accommodation and employment

to new mig those who previously migrated to cities and provincial and kinship ties etc. emerge
as “transmitting factors".

In recent years, new additions have been made in Turkey to the list of the transmitting factors which
have been addressed in various scientific studies up to the present and whose leading items are
mentioned above. The additions involve around such factors as the fact that villagers are released from
their dependence on the village and the soil as trees and fruits with commercial value such as pope
nut, tea and olive have been planted in cultivated lands, that the children in rural areas have t0 90 to
cities for education in vilages where the school is closed or the transported education mode! is utilized,
that people who went abroad from the rural part of Turkey choose to live in cities upon their retu

(YILMAZ, 1992) and that girls living in villages sets to their prospective husbands living in cities 35 4
condition for marriage,

This research addresses the last factor, i.e. the acts of migration and resultant events and rélations
inducea by the marriages made by girts living in rural areas with men who migrated to urban areas %
who are working and living in cities with regular wages and social security or, at least make such prof ”’?e %
fo these girls, for the dream of living a more comfortable, consistent and richer Jife.
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by our part on the reasons of the acts of internal migration from the villages
cities and results of our observations and interviews in the villages of the Carsar :
of Samsun. } B

Migration through Marriage

There are quite few research studies addressing marriages as an intermediary institution or a transmitting
factor in the process of internal migration from rural to urban areas in Turkey. Among these, 0ZGUC
(1998:134) approached the issue from a global perspective, addressed rural women and urban women
separately in developing countries and made a reference to Wekerle's statement, "A woman 's place
is in the city". ILKARACAN (1999) addressed the issue under the title of Women and Migration, points
out associational migration as a motive of migration specific to women and underscored marriage
migration in this context!. The researcher also explained the fact that the preference of women
participating in migration is affected by their dislike of their villages, rather than their like of Istanbul. In
the process of migration from rural to urban areas, the perceptions regarding the rural world are also
of great significance (TUMERTEKIN and 0ZGUC, 1992:52). ERMAN ( 1998) employed this context to
address the issue in his study titled Migration from the Rural to the Urban and the Urban Life from
Women's Perspective. The researcher states that women are very willing to migrate from the rural tc?
the urban and that there are women saying, "It doesn't matter what happens to us, it doesn't ma!ter if
we regret it, just so we migrate to the city". UNLUTURK (2007), on the other har?d, Io.olfed into the
positions of women who came from the village o the city with the hope of a better life within the urban
business life and labour market.

The process of migration from the rural to the urban by way of marr fagelis going ahead’ al‘nM:v iopeed’
In the research study, which we conducted on the recent years of migration, only ’8%'//: 9)' :S a bdg:
married in the rural areas (villages) went to a village (the village of residence or a close vilage, !

while 82% preferred urban areas (Table 1, Figure 1)
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migg:)lmg to the table, 43% of married girls joined families within the limits of their own province ol

e ce. Amqng these, 16% went to the respective city centre, 9% to the respective towh'béh’ and
stayed in their own village or went to one of the nearby villages upon marriage.

/5417'n 92 :f ':;l,arﬁed girls went to a place outside the limits of their own province of residence upon marnage.
> thoge oge that v.ven't 'to other places as brides, 44.5% went to large cities and 12.5% abroad. 57.3%
o g;lng to big cities preferreq Istanbul, followed by Ankara (15.7%), Bursa (6.7%), Antalya (3.3%),
. .2%), Adana (2.2%), Kayseri (2.2%) and other cities (11.4%). 70% of those going abroad upon

ge went to Germany, 14% to the Netherlands, 7% to France and 9% to other countries.

Marriage for Migration

I '
n today's Turkey, rural girls of marriageable age willingly want to spend the rest of their lives in Cities.

Especially after 1990s, girls became moreé aware of the world outside the rural area with the increased

rate of participation in educational processes: the extension of the schooling duration and with the effect
to make a choice between the

Of TV broadcasting; consequently they have been increasingly forced
on led to a preference in favour of the urban.

’Umfal and urban environment and this situati
6 process which we put forward on the basis of an old lady's statements in the vilage of Golyaz1 in
Ladik, Samsun (Photo 1) and which we term as the migration spiral can be summarized n terms of S

Progression as follows:
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c)

Photo 1. a) and b) Summer and winter scenery in the village of Golyazi in Ladik,

Samsun. ¢) The water carrying and laundry activities which the rural girls don't want
to continue ad infinitum.

ke

’ ’ ’ 3 s ¢ /]
If a young girl born and raised in a village stays in that village after marriage, she will wake up ear )
her mother, milk the cows, release them in the meadows in summer and feed them in stables in winter,
then do the housework, take care of the gardens, carry water, provide firewood, raise the children and

will always depend on her husband or his family, since she won't have an income in return for 1hes¢
activities she performs as an unpaid family worker.

$anbU
However, she sees a whole different picture when she looks at her friends or sisters who went 1o Istal
upon marriage. If this girl were living in Istanbul, she would prepare breakfast for her husband <=

children in the morning, see her husband off to work and her children off to school and then have S
time for herself in front of the television, do the laundry

ne

vithout any
and prepare dinner in the afternoon, witiov .
. - i vd childre!
serious exhaustion thanks to the washing machine and dishwasher; when her husband and ¢
came home, they would have dinner, watch television for a while and go to bed. Considering this PO
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activities which we conducted in villages of the Samst Pf@l’i@ fa

marmiage for migration are as follows:
Pushing factors in rural areas (for a young girl)

prhlhe
¥ N

-

Lack of social security, the notion that she will be desperate and dependent on othersin :
case of iliness,

Lack of monthly, fixed income; always being dependent on others for her own needs,

Rural vocation predominated by agriculture and livestock, the related activities performed

from the morning to late at night without one single day off, such as milking, animal feeding,
gardening and ploughing,

Housing with inadequate infrastructure; lack of continuous supply of tap water or insufficient
water pressure to use washing machines and dishwashers, failure to reach the desired
hygiene in the easy way,

Inadequacies of the social life,

Gradual decrease in the number of young people in vilages,
leaving fewer people to socialize with,

The concern that her children will not be able to benefit sufficiently from educational and
health opportunities,



The idea that she will keep the money she earns to herself,
if she has the opportunity to work,

The idea of being away from pressures and of feeling free in the urban environment,

The idea of staying at home from moming till night, doing less work and watching more TV
if she can't have the opportunity to work and thus become a housewife,

The idea of being free from the time her husband goes to work till night,
The fact that she will only do housework in apartments in cities rather than physically
challenging activities such as field, garden or livestock work and the perception of the
housework as easier and less exhausting activities than the work in the village:

The idea that nobody will be able to interfere in her life other than her husband,

The idea of being away from the pressures of her own parents and parents-in-law, which
will enable her to be free from the neve

r-ending “duties of the bride",

1



The desire to make a marriage for migration or to escape from the village by any

The encouragement she provides to her future husband to find a job and work and thento
take her away from the city,

- (Since rural girls are in the expectation of something that will take them to the city and thus want to
marry a person who can do this) The lack of hope for young men of marriageable age to marry a girl
from the village as long as they stay in the village and the resultant feeling of obligation to leave the vilage.

The desire of parents, who migrated to and are residing in cities, to wed their adult sons
with an already acquainted girl from their village of origin in order to sustain the traditions
and customs of their parents and maintain the conventional way of life,

The desire of some of our citizens in large cities, in a fashion similar to that of our citizens
in Western European countries, to bring young and candid rural girls from families of small
financial means to the city as their daughters-in-law in order to espouse their sons, to
reconnect their astray sons to the family home and to have these girls in their houses as
obedient providers of service and care,

k Online forum discussions, which have become rapidly widespread in recent years.




A rehend the effects of this migration on the liberation process of
 of a study he conducted on the labour force of Turkish women who go abroad

ofthe : g internal migration in Turkey. Dependence on husbands is a prevailing phenomenon
environments, abroad or domestic. Women in large cities are also observed today to go through
the experiences of young Turkish girls abroad who first get married to escape from the intense family
pressure commonly observed among Turks in foreign countries and who get divorced to gain independence
once this family pressure is lifted off.

Cities usually fail to satisfy the expectations of women, who are observed to fall on hard times both due
to urban adaptation issues and economic hardships following the actual migration. On the other hand,
since the efforts to accommodate themselves to the urban life after immigration are usually assisted by

members of kith and kin, being together with them sometimes yields positive results in terms of protection

and assistance, but sometimes brings with it negative consequences if the originally desired sensé of
freedom is inhibited thereby.

In the migration process which is based on family pressure and forced marriage, women encounter

much greater problems. Especially in the marriages of rural girls with men who were raised in the city
and have broken loose from the control of the family, conflicts are observed to arise in a short perod
due to both cultural differences and the lack of a common background and these problems bring forth

marriages which usually result in ireconcilable differences and divorces. In cases where the incompatiilty
between spouses is aggravated by family pressure, on the other hand, much more serious problems

are observed to arise and this issue is being made subject to various research studies such as Migratio"

R R Lt A
el Rl b







